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Improving Students' English Skills Using Bilingual Word Wall Media 











This research aimed at improving students' English skills using bilingual word walls 
media at SMPN Satap 3 Hanau, Paring Raya village. This present research is an 
alternative to improve the English language skills of students who have minimum internet 
access and inadequate facilities and infrastructure. To meet the research objective, 
classroom action research was used as the research method. The research data were 
obtained through observation, field notes, and data from the students' vocabulary mastery 
test results. This research was carried out through several stages, namely: (1) planning 
the actions to be taken, namely preparing the model and approach to be taken; (2) using 
Word wall media in learning; (3) Observing the results of the action; (4) examining, 
seeing and considering the results or impacts of actions from various criteria. The results 
showed that in the first cycle there was an improvement of students' vocabulary mastery 
by 23.3% and in the second cycle had an improvement of vocabulary mastery by 33.6%. 
In conclusion, Word wall media helped students remember vocabulary while the 
Vocabularies Handbook pocketbook makes it easy to search for vocabulary according to 
the material in a shorter time than searching in a dictionary. 
 




Learning languages including English includes four skills, namely speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing. To be able to learn these four language skills, students 
must master English vocabulary in sufficient quantities according to their level. 
Vocabulary is an important part of all languages where the learner or students must 
continuously learn words when the learner or students are also learning grammar 
(grammar/structure) and also pronunciation (Allen, 1977). This is related to language 
mastery which will affect the use of language for academic and non-academic purposes. 
Various ways can be conducted to improve vocabulary mastery using various media, 
methods, and learning strategies. 
A book titled English for Young Learners stated that learning English is 
influenced by mother tongue, teaching materials, social interaction, learning media, and 
also family background (Suyanto, 2008). Indonesia is a country that is rich in language 
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and culture, so each region has its regional language as local wisdom. The first language 
affects students in learning a foreign language. For example, in Paring Raya village, 
whose first language is Dayak Pembuang, students find it difficult to pronounce the letter 
"f" which is often referred to as "p". This affects students ' speaking skills (speaking). 
Another factor is teaching materials, for students of basic education age, 
interesting teaching materials are the main attraction. This will increase students’ interest 
in learning. In addition, social interaction has also an effect, good communication 
between teachers and students is very important. However, because most of the teachers 
in the village are migrant teachers, so many of them do not understand the local language, 
it is not uncommon for communication to be bilingual. Sometimes even it needs the help 
of a third person who understands two languages to help the students and teachers. 
Another important factor is the learning media. In language learning, interactive media is 
needed to stimulate the ability of students. Besides interactive media, innovative and 
creative learning will also improve students' learning motivation. However, the absence 
of supporting factors such as the absence of electricity and internet networks also affects 
the variety of learning models. 
Interactive, innovative teaching materials and learning media can be easily 
obtained with enough electricity and an internet network. Teachers and students can find 
interesting learning materials and videos. Even welcoming the millennial era, now the 
paperless movement is being encouraged. Examinations are now held using online, not 
only using a PC but also using a smartphone. This situation is inversely proportional to 
the situation SMPN Satap 3 Hanau in Paring Raya village where there is no electricity 
and the location cannot be reached by land. There are fewer opportunities for students to 
get varied learning resources. Electricity using solar power plants (SPP) is not enough to 
turn on various electronic devices that can support the learning process. 
By knowing the problems, the researcher aimed at researching to find an 
alternative learning media to improve English skills that can easily be obtained by the 
students. The researcher decided on Word wall as learning media. Word wall media is an 
alternative media to improve the English language skills of students who have minimum 
internet access and inadequate facilities and infrastructure. 
Research using Word wall media to improve English vocabulary showed that 
there was a significant improvement in each cycle. In the first cycle, students who passed 
the KKM were 43.3% and in the second cycle, the students who passed the KKM were 
56.7%. In the third cycle, students who passed the KKM were 100% (Fauziah, 2019). It 
was because word walls helped students see patterns and relationships in words, thus 
building phonics and spelling skills. Then research also stated that Word wall made 
English lessons more interesting and fun. Another research using Word wall also stated 
that there was an improvement and interest in using the Word wall technique to increase 
students' vocabulary. The percentage of students' scores before being taught using the 
Word wall technique was 19.34% and after teaching with the Word wall technique was 
41.76% (Misrawati, 2020). In addition, research about using Word Walls media to 
Improve vocabulary achievement proved that the word walls media can improve students’ 
vocabulary achievement.  
In this research, Word walls media was written in English and Indonesia, then if 
it was still unclear, it would be explained in the Pembuang Dayak language. This is 
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conducted because the Dayak Pembuang language is still heavily used in the daily 
communication of students and also in the community, not infrequently students do not 
know the meaning of words that have been translated into Indonesia so they must be re-
explained using Pembuang Dayak language so that the material can be conveyed properly. 
Thus, the mother tongue of students would be maintained and students also get new 
vocabulary in Indonesian and English. This research using the bilingual Word Walls 
model was expected to make a positive contribution to the development of students in the 
village of Paring Raya. With the existence of bilingual Word walls media and also 





This research used a Classroom Action Research approach. Classroom action 
research comes from the English term Classroom Action Research, which means research 
conducted in a class to find out the consequences of actions applied to a research subject 
in that class. More broadly, action research is defined as research that is oriented towards 
the application of action to improve the quality or solve problems in a group of subjects 
being studied and observing the level of success or consequences of their actions, to then 
be given further actions that are perfecting actions or adjustments to conditions and 
situations to obtain better results (Mu'alimin. 2014). 
This research will be carried out in several stages, namely planning (Plan), 
Implementation of Action (Action), Observing (Observing), Reflecting (Reflecting). In 
the planning stage, collaboration planning between researchers and classroom teachers 
was carried out. The collaboration planned action plans that were applied in the classroom 
to solve problems. The second stage was the implementation of the action, a learning plan 
was made, prepared the necessary tools and materials were, namely a bilingual Word wall, 
and carried out the lesson plan. Observing is done by recording and documenting when 
taking action. As the final stage, reflection revealed the results of the research, as well as 
its advantages and disadvantages (Mu'alimin. 2014). 
Through classroom action research, the researcher aimed to be able to implement 
interesting learning media for students that can improve students' English skills. This 
research data was obtained based on the results of observations or observations in class, 




This research was conducted in two cycles of classroom action research. Each 
research cycle consists of four stages, namely planning, implementing actions, observing, 
and reflecting. The media used in the learning process is Word wall. The learning 
resources used are videos related to learning materials, textbooks, and also the 
Vocabularies Handbook pocketbook. Word wall media helped students remember 
vocabulary while the Vocabularies Handbook pocketbook made it easy to search for 
vocabulary according to the learning material being studied in a shorter time than 
searching in a dictionary. 
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At this stage, the researchers and the teacher prepared lesson plans and word wall 
media that was used in the learning process. In this stage, researchers and the teacher 
selected and classified difficult words in tables. Then the vocabulary was printed in two 
languages, namely English and Indonesian. This vocabulary was used as a medium for 
Word wall. Vocabulary was printed with a font size large enough to be attached to the 
classroom wall. The material presented was material in KD 3.1 and 4.1, namely greeting, 
leave-taking, thanking, and apologizing. 
In the first cycle, students were still a little confused with learning English because 
at elementary school students had never learned English. Many students pronounced the 
wrong vocabulary during the pre-test. Among six students, only one student wrote the 
correct vocabulary as much as 72.2% of the total vocabulary that could be written during 
the given time. While the other five students could only write 33.3% of the total 
vocabulary written. In the learning process when the teacher gave an overview of the 
material to be studied, students showed interest in learning English. When listening to the 
video that was played at the beginning, the students had difficulty capturing and recording 
the vocabulary in the video. This happened because the video that was played was speech 
and learning practiced by native speakers and students were not familiar with accents and 
fast English speaking. To overcome these difficulties, the researchers provided a 
pocketbook Vocabularies Handbook which contained vocabulary and expressions used 
in learning the material for Chapter I so that students could shorten in searching 
vocabulary. 
The results of the pre-test showed that students still had difficulty writing 
vocabulary correctly. After the learning process using Word wall media and the 
Vocabularies Handbook pocketbook, the post-test results showed that the improvement 
in students' vocabulary mastery was 23.3%. From these results, for the next meeting, the 
researchers must repeat reading the dialogue in the video if the video played was a video 




Cycle II was planned based on reflection from the implementation of the cycle I. 
In cycle II, the same four stages were carried out as in cycle I. Researchers together with 
the teacher prepared lesson plans that had been corrected by deficiencies in the first cycle 
and materials. The material presented was material in KD 3.1 and 4.1, namely greeting, 
leave-taking, thanking, and apologizing. 
In the second cycle, the participants have had learning experiences from the first 
cycle so that learning activities were easier to learn. In the video listening activity, the 
teacher repeated the conversation the video so that it was easier for students to recognize 
vocabulary that was heard for the first time. In the second cycle, students were more active 
in discussion activities in class. Students also found the meaning of vocabulary faster by 
using the existing Word wall. So that at the time of the post-test students can write 
vocabulary with the correct writing. 
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In cycle II, students experienced an improvement in vocabulary writing with 
correct writing. In the results of the pre-test in cycle II, students wrote at most 54 
vocabularies in fifteen minutes, while the post-test results showed that students could 
write 77 vocabularies in fifteen minutes. In the second cycle, there was an improvement 
in students' vocabulary mastery by 33.6%. The learning process in cycle II used clearer 




This present research was conducted in two-cycle of classroom action research. 
The results showed that in the first cycle there was an improvement of students' 
vocabulary mastery by 23.3% and in the second cycle had an improvement of vocabulary 
mastery by 33.6%. Word walls media helped students to improve their English skills 
although the school had minimum internet access and inadequate facilities and 
infrastructure for teaching and learning activities.  
The word walls media help students to remember the difficult vocabulary so that 
they could be pronounced and write the words correctly. This finding is related to 
Fauziah's (2019) finding who found the word walls improved students’ English skills. 
Then word walls could help students see patterns and relationships in words, thus building 
phonics and spelling skills. 
This present research finding also found that word walls made students interested 
in the teaching and learning activity. It is similar to Misrawati's (2020) finding who also 
stated that Word walls made English lessons more interesting and fun. In addition, using 




A language is a tool of communication in society. A person's language skills 
consist of four skills, namely speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The four reading 
skills are influenced by individual vocabulary mastery. In learning activities at school, 
several methods and media can be used to improve students' vocabulary mastery. The 
media used is adapted to the situation and condition of students and schools. One of media 
that can be used to develop students' vocabulary mastery is Word wall. Through 
classroom action research using Word wall media, it can be concluded that there was an 
improvement in students' vocabulary mastery in both cycles I (23.3%) and cycle II 
(33.6%).  
Researches in improving students' vocabulary mastery can be developed to 
improve students' literacy skills. Researchers can use different media to improve students' 
abilities. For schools located in rural areas which do not have internet access or minimum 
internet access, flashcard media can be used as an alternative to improve English skills 




Proceedings of the 5th INACELT                                            
(International Conference on English Language Teaching) 
ISSN: 2656-4432 (online) 
 
 
Institut Agama Islam Negeri (IAIN) Palangka Raya Indonesia, 17th of November 2021 
http://e-proceedings.iain-palangkaraya.ac.id/index.php/inacelt   





Allen, Edward & Vallete, Rebbeca. (1977). Classroom Techniques: Foreign Language 
and English as a Second Language. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich 
Publisher. 
 
Amalia, Nurlaila. (2018). Meningkatkan Penguasaan Vocabulary Siswa Menggunakan 
Vocabulary Self-Collection Strategy. Journal of Education Action Research 
Volume 2, Number 2 Tahun 2018, pp. 172-179. 
 
Azizah, Hanifah Nur. (2018). Peningkatan Penguasaan Kosakata Bahasa Arab Melalui 
Penggunaan Media Wordwall. ALSUNIYAT: Jurnal Penelitian Bahasa, Sastra, 
dan Budaya Arab, vol. 1, No. 1, April 2018. 
 
Benjami, S. (2014). Taksonomi Bloom.Jakarta: Rineka Cipta. 
 
Fauziah, Liawati, Herlina & Mawarni, Venti. (2019). Meningkatkan Penguasaan 
Kosakata Siswa menggunakan Media Dinding Kata. Prosiding Seminar Nasional 
Pendidikan STKIP Kusuma Negara. PING-023. 2019: Pendidikan Bahasa 
Inggris. 
 
Kusairi, Kusairi. (2013).Peningkatan Penguasaan Kosakata Bahasa Inggris melalui 
Vocabulary Self- collection Strategy pada Siswa Kelas VII A SMP Negeri 3 
Tanjung Kabupaten Tabalong. S2 thesis, UNY. 
 
Meidiyanti, Winda. (2014). Meningkatkan penguasaan kosakata bahasa inggris 
Menggunakan metode game “Hangman” pada siswa kelas VIIIb SMP Negeri 4 
Tamiang Layang tahun ajaran 2013-2014. 
 
Misrawati, dkk. (2020). Word-Wall Technique in Improving Students’ Vocabulary 
Mastery at the first Grade of SMPN 4 Kajuara Kabupaten Bone. DIKDAS 
MATAPPA: Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan Dasar Vol, 3. No, 1. April 2020. 
 
Moleong, L. (2010). Metode Penelitiankualitatif.Bandung: Rosda Karya. 
 
Mu’alimin. (2014).Penelitian Tindakan Kelas Teori dan Praktik. Yogyakarta: Ganding 
Pustaka. 
 
Sari, Puspa & Sari, Harmita. (2018). Pelatihan Penggunaan Metode Wordwall Untuk 
Meningkatkan Kosa Kata Siswa Di Desa Cenning Kecamatan Malangke Barat 
Kabupaten Luwu Utara. Resona Jurnal Ilmiah Pengabdian Masyarakat 2018. 
 
Sugiyono. (2012). Metode Penelitian Kuntitatif, Kualitatif dan R&D.Bandung: 
Alfabeta. 
 
Proceedings of the 5th INACELT                                            
(International Conference on English Language Teaching) 
ISSN: 2656-4432 (online) 
 
 
Institut Agama Islam Negeri (IAIN) Palangka Raya Indonesia, 17th of November 2021 
http://e-proceedings.iain-palangkaraya.ac.id/index.php/inacelt   
Copyright © 2021 by INACELT 
 
7 
Sugiyono. (2014). Memahami Penelitian Kualitatif.Bandung: Prospek. 
 
Suyanto, Kasiani K.E. (2008). English for Young Learners. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara. 
 
